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SUBJ: MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT RE ECONOMIC SUMMIT 

REF: STATE 32649 

1 . SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL WAS PASSED TO FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICER SHORTLY 
BEFORE MIDNIGHT TOKYO TIME FEBRUARY 12. 

2. KYODO WIRE OF FEBRUARY 14 REPORTS CHIEF CABINET SECRETARY 
SONODA SAID MONDAY PROPOSED THIRD INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SUMMIT 
WILL BE HELD IN LONDON JUST PRIOR TO NATO MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 
MAY 11-12. STORY FURTHER SAYS THAT SONODA SAID "ACCORDING TO INFO- 
RMATION RECEIVED BY THE GOVERNMENT THROUGH DIPLOMATIC ROUTES THE 
SUMMIT IS EXPECTED TO BE HELD AROUND MAY 7-8 OR MAY 9-10 JUST PRIOR 
TO A NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING." 

3. EMBASSY OFFICER QUEIRED FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL FEBRUARY 14 

ON SONODA STATEMENT. HE SAID SONODA HAD SPOKEN BRIEFLY AND VAGUELY 
TO REPORTERS THIS MONRING ABOUT POSSIBLE DATES FOR SUMMIT MEETING 
BUT HAD NOT REFERRED TO DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES. SONODA DID NOT OF 
IOURSE MENTION RECEIPT OF MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

4. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL SAID JAPANESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 
HAD BEEN FULLY INFORMED ABOUT EXACTLY WHAT SONODA SIAD TO PRESS. 
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